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How do you like paying 5 cents per bag for your grocery
bags?

Don’t Blame The Store Clerk!

Thank the Borough Assembly. The bag fee
was brought to you by Nadine Winters,
Luke Hopkins, Tim Beck, Bill Stringer, Kelly
Brown

Thank Them on October 6!

VOTE!

LYNETTE BERGH

FNSB SCHOOL BOARD SEAT B
Monday, Sept. 14 KFAR Radio 11am.
Tuesday, Sept. 15 Channel 13 News 1 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17 NP Chamber of Commerce 12 p.m.
and Closing Comments KJNP 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept 23 League of Women Voters 8:30 p.m.
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Sales Tax? Déja vu, all over again
By Jerry Cleworth

There is an old saying that government will
make us vote on the same issue until we get it
right. This adage is very true when it comes to
sales tax in the City. This will be the tenth time
we have voted on sales tax proposals.

This latest iteration is the most far reaching
version we have seen. The two propositions
combined essentially create a general sales tax in
addition to the three specialized sales taxes we
already have, but they also eliminate our current
tax cap so the City can receive a windfall of S8
million growing our entire budget by 25% in just
one year, and create a whole new department
within finance just to audit and administer the tax
costing us $650,000 annually. They also eliminate
most of our commercial property taxes and shift
their burden onto consumers.

The problems with this sales tax are:

It only applies to City businesses, putting all of
them at a huge competitive disadvantage to
Borough businesses and the military base
exchanges which are exempt! Literally, one could
shop at Fred Meyer West and pay no sales tax, or
shop at Safeway across the street and pay the tax.
The internet is also exempt and poses a huge
problem for businesses as E-commerce continues
to grab a bigger share of each consumer’s dollar.

The cost of collection for both the city and
businesses is staggering. It is a paperwork
nightmare for small businesses that are not
automated.

Continued on other side
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Sales Tax? Continued from page 1

Sales taxes are the most regressive of all taxes,
and prey upon low income families at a
disproportionate rate. The individuals who really
bear the burden under this scenario are renters
who receive no benefits but will watch their
purchasing power erode by 3%.

Studies show that once a sales tax is
established, they always creep upward.
Amazingly, there are virtually no exceptions to
this rule in cities that have been analyzed.

Sponsors of the petition try to dedicate this tax.
State law prohibits this, and the City Council can
utilize the tax for any purpose.

The sales tax is 17 pages long with rules,
regulations, exemptions and penalties. Itis very
complex and can be changed at any time by the
City Council. Even gasoline is taxable.

The City and the Borough wrote off millions of
dollars of sales tax years ago as uncollectible.
Property taxes are 100% collectible and do not
cost the City one cent to collect. They are also
100% tax deductible on the payer’s tax return.

The sales tax is a “nickel/dime” tax that masks
the true cost of government. Unfortunately, that
is why so many communities try to employ them.

| have served on the City Council for over 18
years. We do not need an S8 million dollar
windfall and we do not need to throw our tax cap
away. We do need to address street
maintenance in the future, but that can be done
in a way that we do not over-tax our citizens and
send businesses away. If these propositions pass
and the spending takes place, it will be virtually
impossible to go backwards.

INTERIOR ALASKA
CONSERVATIVE COALITION

A grass roots movement of citizens who
define themselves as conservative
re gardless of party affiliation. We are
working locally to effect a change
nationally. Join us today; call us at

374-1644 or stop in and see us !

Got Constitution?
Check out the bookstore in the IACC office!
New Alexandria Books
334 Old Steese Hwy, FBKS

[ ]

C omments from Poor Citizen Richard

The cheapest energy at this time is sustainable
wood. It requires minimal infrastructure and is
benign when in storage. It is solar in nature;
without the sun it can’t grow. The only
transportation hazard is when | drop a log on my
foot. Ordinances are usually very inflexible and
resistant to change. After observing the MOU
attempt of various Borough members it reminds
me of a dance; take one step back and slide to
the left. | do appreciate a good dance
performance occasionally.

As for the stimulus money it seems it is an easy
sell as long as it seems benevolent. Most
addictions start the same way; it feels good on
the front side and smacks you on the backside.
The price of admission is a continual payment to
the administrator. Let’s all get together and
create a program that employs people to write
tickets a few times a year.

A few clicks on the internet educate people
about clean dry wood. National certification
ratings for wood boilers are easily available
through existing programs and information
sources.

The “party of the people” is calling the common
man at town hall meetings some very derogatory
names of late. Shooting yourself in the foot is
counter-productive; all parties should
concentrate on true values instead. Remember
to register and vote. It’s not enough to increase
the efficiency of our stoves; we must also
increase the efficiencies of our government.
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YES OR NO ON LOCAL CONTROL?

On October 6™ voters are going to get to decide whether the Fairbanks North Star Borough or the State of
Alaska will be responsible for creating a PM 2.5 attainment plan to meet the ever increasing air quality
standards imposed by the EPA. Mayor Whittaker has strongly supported Borough control and
administration by the transit department, but here are some considerations as to why State control may be
in our best interest.

By law the State of Alaska has primacy over air quality. The Alaska DEC may work with and delegate certain
responsibilities to local governments, but they will be ultimately responsible for approving and submitting
any plans to the EPA. Borough administration of PM 2.5 simply adds another layer of government control
that is not needed. The local DEC office on University Ave. will be just as accessible as the Borough for
voicing any local concerns. More importantly, any new laws would have to go through the public process
and a vote of the State House and Senate for approval. The borough only needs five assembly members to
create new ordinances.

The State of Alaska DEC is already heavily involved with air quality in the FNSB. The Alaska DEC already
reviews and permits all industrial pollution sources such as the coal power plants and refineries. They have
already indicated that they will be reevaluating these sources to determine if additional controls are
needed for PM 2.5 emission reduction. Any air quality plan cannot ignore the 440,000 tons of coal burned
by area power plants. Glenn Miller, director of the borough transportation department, has stated that
the borough has no jurisdiction over any industrial pollution sources.

The State of Alaska has provided clean alternative energy solutions to many other areas of Alaska through
the Alaska Energy Authority. A better solution than heavily regulating wood burning would be to provide
interior Alaska with a clean affordable energy alternative. Projects such as the Susitna Dam, North Slope
Propane and the Natural Gas Pipeline could drastically reduce the cost of energy while enabling us to meet
the EPA air quality guidelines. The borough does not have the ability to deliver any such alternatives and
has already focused on punitive measures to reach attainment.

Why should the Fairbanks property tax payers choose to fund another borough air quality program when
the State of Alaska has vast resources and a plethora of options to bring us into compliance? If you are
unable to find a good answer to this question then | urge you to vote “NO” on October 6.

Justin Powell — Interior Wood Burners Association powell@interiorwba.com

The ITA Candidate Forum is being held on September 22, 2009

at 6:30 p.m. in the Borough Chambers.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR EVENT IN THIS SPACE 374-1644
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STAND uP! Saturdays

9/12 PROJECT
FAIRBANKS

Saturday morning was a great success with
many activists marchi  ng around the Golden Heart
Park, over the foot bridge and straight up
Cushman Street. 9/12 Project Fairbanks w asa
local demonstration of the March on Washington
that was happening at the same time in
. Washington D.C. 9/12 refers to the way the
nation came together as a country on the day after
9/11/2001. The protest was organized to give
citizen s a place to gather and voice their opinions on how they feel about what is happening
in our country today. About 100 citizens came downtown to march, carry signs and express
their views about various legislation such as the Health Care Reform Act, the socialization of
the banking system and the auto industry, the Employee Free Choice Act, the tarp planés
$700,000,000,000 inflation of the money supply, the Fairbanks North Star Borough restriction
on solid fuel burning devices, the new plastic bag tax, and the overall fee ling that we are
losing our freedom s as guaranteed by the Constitution  atan alarmingrate . The next event
will be taking place on September 26" at the Mark Begich Town Hall Meeting at
Friend Church on 30™ Avenue at 11:30 a.m. You are welcome to bring your sign, ¢ ome
out to meetlike -minded citizens and let your voice be heard!

Price for the American Dream has to be paid by one citizen at a time

Eleven score and eleven years ago, our forefathers won a revolution to secure the right of
self-governme nt for America. Seeing the need to protect this right from the evils of human
selfishness, mob rule and aristocracy by the powerful, they created a republic. A constitution
was conceived to guide it 0 one dedicated to elective representation of informed ci tizens, and
to supporting inherent individual rights anchored on freedom of conscience.

Lives of hardship, desperation and achievement; personal sacrifices in confronting the
horrors of war and hostile fanaticism; abuse of government power selflessly ba ttled at
personal expense; unjust racial and ideological prejudice endured with hope; and citizen
contributions to the public good have all served to
existence.

But pride wonodt cr esadpably phe sduaity of tiwc devotibnpsacrifice and toil
in American lives honorably lived must be repeated by the living and the yet unborn, in the
pageant of our march into the future. You see, the price for our form of government will
always be owed & and must alw ays be paid for by ways and means peculiar to each citizen in
every generation. Therefore, so long as enough willing citizens make the payments, the
dream of American self -government & and all the freedoms so dependent on it 0 cannot perish

from this Earth.
REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM STUART THOMPSON OF WASILLA PRINTED IN ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS July 4, 2007
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