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VOTE  

OCTOBER 6 
 

Final Forums 

There is still time to learn about who is running! 

Sep. 22 ITA Forum 6:30  

Borough Chambers 

Sep. 23 League Women Voters 7:00 

Borough Chambers  

Sep. 29 IACC North Pole Mayoral 7:00 

North Pole Chambers 

Sep. 30 Arctic Alliance Jeopardy 5:30 

Borough Chambers 

 

 

 

 

What’s on the Ballot? 

On October 6
th
, borough voters will be deciding 

whether to approve a bond for various school upgrades 
and renovations, whether the borough should 
administer the PM 2.5 Air Quality Program, and 
whether to exempt borough officials from the state’s 
municipal financial disclosure law electing a new 
borough mayor and 3 assembly members.  These 
propositions are all important questions that citizens 
need to understand to cast an informed vote.    

Proposition ‘A’ asks us to decide whether to approve a 
general obligation bond in the amount of $11.95 million 
for various school upgrades and renovations ranging 
from refinishing exterior siding to upgrading lighting at 
some of the schools around the district.  The projects 
qualify for 70% reimbursement from the state.  
Approval of the bonds would result in an estimated 
increase of the tax rate of .04 mils (with state 
reimbursement) to .14 mils (if the legislature decides to 
quit funding the reimbursement program).  If one 
accepts the school district’s analysis that these projects 
are needed, then the real consideration is whether 
borrowing to finance the work is a better strategy than 
financing it through the normal budget process.    

The possibility that the state will reimburse 70% of the 
cost makes bonding attractive, if minimizing the near 
term impact on the local tax rate is the primary 
consideration.  If we are concerned about longer term 
implications, then we might want to give this more 
thought before we vote to approve.    

From a financial management perspective, the strategy 
of promoting bonds based on the assumption that we 
will be reimbursed by the state is fundamentally 
unsound because it makes the true cost of maintaining 
our school buildings less transparent.  From the 
perspective of the state government, the money spent 
to reimburse for school bonds can’t be spent to meet 
other demands.    

  

Proposition ‘B’ is an advisory vote about whether the 
borough should assume the responsibility of 
administering the PM 2.5 air quality program.  This 
question is on the ballot because the current assembly 
lacked the nerve to make a decision.  The argument in 
favor of the proposition is that the local government has 
more motivation to develop and administer a program 
that is less intrusive.  The argument against the 
proposition is that the state could do anything that the 

 

Continued on other side 
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Proposition ‘B’ is an advisory vote about whether the 
borough should assume the responsibility of 
administering the PM 2.5 air quality program.  This 
question is on the ballot because the current assembly 
lacked the nerve to make a decision.  The argument in 
favor of the proposition is that the local government 
has more motivation to develop and administer a 
program that is less intrusive.  The argument against 
the proposition is that the state could do anything that 
the borough proposes to do and they have more 
resources to do the job properly, local administration 
just adds another layer of bureaucracy and expense.  
 (And don’t forget their draconian first proposal, which 
would have been far worse than any state regulations.) 

Proposition ‘C’ asks us whether we’d like our local 
government to develop its own financial disclosure 
program and then be exempt from the requirements 
imposed by state government.  This proposition 
probably makes sense, because current disclosure 
laws discourage many well qualified people from 
stepping forward to serve in local government.    

There are many facets to all of these propositions so it 
is important for us to consider them carefully and then 
be sure to vote so your opinion is counted.   

Check out the bookstore in the IACC office! 

New Alexandria Books 
334 Old Steese Hwy, FBKS 

 

Correction: to ad for Lynette S. Bergh 

Lynette is running for Seat B FNSBSB 

 Be sure to Vote! On October 6th 

 

INTERIOR ALASKA 
CONSERVATIVE COALITION 

A grass roots movement of citizens who 

define themselves as conservative 

regardless of party affiliation.  We are 

working locally to effect a change 

nationally. If you are interested in 

volunteering to help with local 

elections please e-mail 

akconservative@ymail.com or call us at 

374-1644  

 

THE GIPPER 

"[T]he real friends of the conservative movement 
aren't those entrenched in the capital city for 50 
years; the real friends of the conservative 
movement are an entity that gets heard from in a 
big way every four years and who, I promise you, 
are going to be heard from this year. I'm talking 
about those who, if the case is aggressively put 
before them, will vote for limited government, 
family values, and a tough, strong foreign policy 
every single time. I'm talking about those 
believers in common sense and sound values, 
your friends and mine, the American people. You 
see, those who underestimate the conservative 
movement are the same people who always 
underestimate the American people. ... The 
American people know what limited government, 
tax cuts, deregulation, and the move towards 
privatization have meant. It's meant the largest 
peacetime expansion in our history, and I can 
guarantee you they won't want to throw that 
away for a return to budgets beholden to the 
liberal special interests." --Ronald Reagan 

“Watch List” 

Governments attempt to usurp our rights, this column is a 

citizen to citizen list of items that may not see the light of day 

otherwise.  Please send your concerns to us at 

akconservative @ymail.com.  

Public Testimony, Thursday, Borough Assembly 

September 24, Ordinance 2009-26 Amending Title 18 

to change grandfather rights as a way to further restrict 

property use.  Go to:  www.co.fairbanks.ak.us 

Public Hearing on the annexation of Fred Meyer West 

on November 9.  Location to be announced. Go to:  

www.ci.fairbanks.ak.us. 

 

 

 
 

Ballot Initiatives Continued from page 1 

mailto:akconservative@ymail.com
http://link.patriotpost.us/?136-972-972-210691-9708
http://www.ci.fairbanks.ak.us/
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Supplement September 23, 2009 
ITA 2009 Endorsements 

On the evening of September 22 the Interior Taxpayers’ Association ITA held their 
annual candidate forum at the Borough Chambers for the Mayoral, Assembly and 
City Candidates.  This is the first forum offered in Fairbanks where the general public was 

encouraged to ask their own questions rather than listen to prepared answers to canned questions 

from special interest groups. 

ITAôs members vote on endorsements after the Forum and they tend to choose candidates whom they 

believe will be fiscally responsible with their tax money. ITAôs advertise our endorsements (and 

information on ballot propositions) for those who cannot attend.   Here are the results of the vote taken 

at ITA's Candidates' Forum September 22, 2009 (ITA endorsements in red).  For 22 years the ITA has 

worked diligently to save the Interior millions of dollars by instituting tax caps and defeating sales tax 

initiatives.  Please! Thank the ITA for all they have done by making a donation to the ITA by 

visiting their website at interiortaxpayers.org, credit cards are accepted. 

Borough Mayor 
Hank Bartos  

Charles Boddy  

Luke Hopkins  

Garry Hutchison  

William Stodden  
Tamara Wilson  

Borough Assembly Seat A  
Eric Grabber  

Daniel Osborn  
Matthew Want 

Borough Assembly Seat F 
Joshua Lott  
Nadine Winters  

Borough Assembly Seat G 
Mike Musick  
Philip Newton  

City Council Seat A 
Beverly Fantazzi  

David Lerman  
Vivian Stiver  

City Council Seat B 
Chad Roberts  
Frank Turney 

Ballot Propositions    

FNSB Proposition A: $11,950,000 General Obligation Bonds for various school upgrades and NO 
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renovations  

  

FNSB Proposition B: An Advisory Question of Whether the Fairbanks North Star Borough Should 

Locally Administer the PM2.5 Air Quality Program. 

  

NO 

FNSB Proposition C: Placing The Question Of Exemption From The State Of Alaskaôs Municipal 

Official Financial Disclosure Law (AS 39.50) On The Ballot And Adopting, Contingent Upon The 

Exemption, A Borough Municipal Official Financial Disclosure Requirement. 
YES 

City 

  
  

City Proposition # 1: Proposed amendment to the City Charter Tax Cap providing that any new 

or additional sales tax proceeds must be used to reduce the city base 4.9 mill levy to 0 mills 

before any other use. 

  

NO 

City Proposition # 2: Enactment of a 3% General Sales Tax for Additional City Services. 

  
NO 

City Proposition # 3: Shall the City of Fairbanks exercise the option to withdraw municipal public 

officials from the State of Alaska Public Official Financial Disclosure Law (AS. 39.50) and instead 

adopt local ordinances that were similar to the requirements prior to the 2007 amendments 

starting January 1, 2010? 

YES 

 

 

“In My Own Defense”  
 

Recently many members of our community were sent an email attempting to defame FNSB Mayoral candidate Garry 
Hutchison, the following is his response.   

ñI was forwarded an email that states that the IRS is investigating a client of ours, based on 
allegations from an ex-employee of our firm. In the almost 30 years that I have been in the 
practice of public accounting, I have never encountered a situation like this.ò  

ñThe e-mail is anonymous and the information in the IRS form makes little sense.  I can say a 

couple of things.  First, the filing of a tax form with the IRS alleging the need to investigate 
an organization does not mean the IRS is investigating the organization or that there is 
validity to the claim.  Anyone can file the form, for any reason.ò   

ñI strongly object and disagree with the assertions in the e-mail, and am saddened and 

outraged with what is a clear attempt to smear and defame for political purposes. 

 

For Full Page ð H alf Page -  Quarter Page ð Business 

Card ð Event Sponsorship Call us t oday! 374 - 1644  
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The Strings That Bind Us 

 

We are living in a new America these days, an America that has been fundamentally changed from the 

exceptional republic entrusted to us down through the generations.  This gift is paid for again and 

again, with our people's sacrifice in suffering, deprivation, expensive treasure, and dearest blood.  

 

As much as the current administration might take credit for this change, it has been going on for some 

time - since the 1800s in fact.  The redefinition of state sovereignty through the naked power of the 

federal government was clearly shown as possible during the civil war.  Teddy Roosevelt then took 

these reins and steered the state further toward centralized power.  Woodrow Wilson later took charge 

of the coach and cracked the whip to get us going even faster away from individual freedoms. 

Soon FDR took command, and with World War II on, the federalization of our lives became a patriotic 

duty.  We quickly lost sight of this radical change, as an unprecedented standard of living was gained 

through the operation of free market capitalism in our postwar period, giving us time to be 

introspective and enjoy the freedoms we had left.  Since then, regulation has been insidiously 

encroaching on the tatters of our states' sovereignty and individual freedoms.  We may not yet have a 

totalitarian state, but we can sure see it from here.  

 

Many have awoken from an enjoyable slumber - painted with creature comforts, family pastimes, and 

personal pursuits to view a powerful government colossus that has broken its Constitutional tethers 

and lumbers threateningly toward our very liberty.   We are at the same time bound fast to the ground, 

like Gulliver, as the Lilliputians of progressivism, socialism, political correctness, elitism, globalism, 

thuggery, ignorance, avarice - and all of their cousins, tie us down.  

 

The story goes that if we promise good behavior and follow the schemes of the ñpowers that beò we 

will be released to enjoy "social justice" and "equality" while we feast on the fruits of the general labor.  

Never fear, we will be granted scraps to sustain us, from the table of the new American aristocracy, as 

long as we reaffirm their rule as we taste each morsel, binding ourselves willingly to their edicts at last.   

The powdered wigs in Washington chuckle decadently at our weakness and dependence, saying "Let 

them eat porkò as their new Versailles shambles on rottenly.   

 

The very idea of federal funding is a carefully crafted con game.  The money is put in one pocket by 

the people, and drawn out of the other as if it came from the government.  This money came from, and 

still belongs to the people of the United States. This they have entrusted to the agency of the federal 

government, specifically congress, to spend wisely for the general good and common defense.  Our 

situation is much like the executor of a will concocting stipulations on how the family will dispose of 

their own inheritance.  

 

"How have we allowed this to happen?ò we ask ourselves groggily, not a little ashamed - as we wake 

up to find that we have been sleeping with fascists under our Constitutional sheets.  Dim memories of a 

square deal, an American Protective League, a new deal, a great society, hope, change, and free 

healthcare swim around in our head, a head about to explode with pain and regret. What we have 

allowed to happen, along with the nausea that comes with the realization that we have to face our 

transgressions with courage.  In the words of Frederick Douglass, “Power concedes nothing without a 

demand. It never did, and it never will. Find out just what people will submit to, and you have found 

out the exact amount of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them; and these will continue 

till they have resisted with either words or blows, or with both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by 

the endurance of those whom they suppress."  Across this great country, millions of Americans of all 

political persuasions and cultural backgrounds are likewise waking up remorsefully, but knowing deep 

inside they are honorable and capable of helping restore our Republic to the shining example of 

freedom and liberty that the founders intended it to be.  Knowing this, what to do? Iôm sure there are 

many ideas out there, but here are a few ideas to throw into the soup pot.... 
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1) Make a personal commitment to restoring our Constitutional Republic. 

 -Contribute time, effort, and resources where you can 

 -Do not tolerate opponents of the Constitution 

  -Educate where you can. 

  -Never forfeit your right to participate. 

  -Resist unconstitutional dogma and emotion with logic,  

    clear thought and persuasive effort. 

  -Don't spend too much time on those that won't listen.    

   

2) Learn as much as you can about our Republic and its care and feeding... 

 -Read and understand the Declaration of Independence 

 -Read and understand the Constitution of the United States 

 -Read the writings of our founders (The Federalist Papers, Common Sense, and others) 

-Read important works underpinning Constitutionalist thought (The Bible, Anglo-Saxon 

 common law, Adam Smith, Solon the Greek, Cicero and natural law, among others.) 

 -Read post Constitutional works relevant to understanding our current state (some, though    

  anti-Constitutional, shed light on approaches used by current Constitutional opponents.)  

   

  -The 5000 Year Leap: A Miracle That Changed the World by W. Cleon Skousen  

           -Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville 

  -American Progressivism by Ronald J. Pestritto   

  -The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 

  -Rules for Radicals by Saul Alinsky 

  -Fidel Castro Reader (v. 1) by Fidel Castro and David Deutschmann 

  -Liberal Fascism: The Secret History of the American Left, From Mussolini to   

  the Politics of Change by Jonah Goldberg 

  -Weimar Germany: The Republic of the Reasonable (New Frontiers in History)  

    by Paul Bookbinder  

  -The Real George Washington (American Classic Series) by Jay A. Parry 

  -The Real Thomas Jefferson (American Classic Series) by Andrew M. Allison 

  -Watch the DVD John Adams (HBO Miniseries) ~ Paul Giamatti, et al. 

 

 -I know everyone's busy, but as Thomas Paine said - "Those who expect to reap the     

   blessings of freedom must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting itò Even so, if you    

   can only read one book, read the 5000 Year Leap.  I expect it will motivate you to read on, 

       as it did me. 

 

3) Know yourself 

 -Set your principles and values 

 -Know your talents and weaknesses 

 -Find the one thing you will fight for  

 

4) Act on that knowledge (at this point you will realize what needs to be done.) 

 -Know local and federal issues and resist or support them as best you can 

 -Know local and federal politicians and resist or support them as best you can 

 -Bring all of your talents, values, and motivation to this fight.  You will need them. 

 

In closing, consider this: "Experience teaches us that it is much easier to prevent an enemy from 

posting themselves than it is to dislodge them after they have got possession." - George Washington 

 

 


