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IACC ANSWERS COMPLAINT 
 

   The Interior Alaska Conservative Coalition 

(IACC) is a voluntary association which 

promotes conservative values that has no 

checking account and therefore can neither 

solicit nor disburse funds.  IACC was formed in 

November 2008 for the sole purpose of 

supporting conservative values by providing an 

e-mail clearing house for those ideas.  IACC 

gathers members by word of mouth, and 

primarily communicates with its members on-

line.   

  On October 23, 2009 IACC offered 

memberships to pay rent and utilities for the 

headquarters office space.  The dues are 

deposited into the Conservative HQ Account, 

which is exclusively used to pay the rent, 

incidental office expenses and utility bills1.  

Maria Rensel is the spokesperson and a founder 

of IACC. 

 
See full story in our next edition; call us if you 

have any questions at 374-1644. 

 “It will not be denied that power is of an 

encroaching nature.” 
--James Madison 

Federalist Paper # 48 

Grandfather Rights and Re-zoning 

 
I sincerely hoped that most readers have 
attended at least one of the public meetings that 
have been held at several venues throughout the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough during the past 
couple weeks regarding the proposed Ordinance 
2009-26 which will amend 
 

 “TITLE 18 OF THE FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR 
BOROUGH CODE OF ORDINANCES AS IT 
RELATES TO NONCONFORMING 
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, USES AND LOTS 
AND ADDING PROCEDURES FOR NON 
CONCONFORMING STATUS 
DETERMINATIONS AND APPEALS.”1 

 
 I attended the public meeting in my local area, 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009. The meeting was 
directed by the Director of Community Planning 
for the FNSB.  There seem to be many issues of 
concern in the amendments of Title 18, Chapter 
18.56. If the amendments, as currently written in 
Ordinance 2009-26, are passed by the FNSB 
Assembly, a property owner will have 90 days, 
from the first borough business day following its 
adoption, to apply for nonconforming 
(Grandfather) status, with the burden of proof, to 
show nonconforming status, on the landowner. 
 
 

 

 

It is my firm opinion that this is “just the tip of the 

iceberg” regarding our future as private property 

owners. The proposed amendments are a blatant 

erosion of private property rights, giving more 

control to government. In the past, this area has 

been known to be inhabited by independent, self-

reliant people who accept responsibility for their 

actions and, unfortunately sometimes have to 

Continued on other side 
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Continued on page 3 

 

INTERIOR ALASKA 
CONSERVATIVE COALITION 

A non-partisan organization of Alaskans 

who work to promote conservatism through 

a return to Constitutional Rule of Law with 

an emphasis on local and state issues.  If 

you are interested in volunteering to 

help at the office please e-mail 

akconservative@ymail.com or call us at 

374-1644  

 

New Alexandria Books 
334 Old  Steese Hwy, FBKS  

New Office and Store Hours:  

M-F 11:30-5:30 

Or  

By appointment ; call 590 -4164 

 

As written “Section 3 FNSBC 18.54.047” A:  
Determinations of nonconforming status of 
properties shall be made by the planning director 
or his designee.2 

 

 This would seem to be a tremendous amount of 
authority to designate to one borough employee.  
No matter who the planning director is, that 
person will have the authority to determine what 
private property owners will be legally allowed to 
do on and with their property. There is an 
appeals process written in the code, with the final 
determination coming from the Board of 
Adjustments, aka, the Borough Assembly. 
 
During the course of the presentation it was 
mentioned that FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) provides flood insurance 
for properties in the FNSB that are built in the 
flood plain.  Accordingly, after flooding in recent 
years, FEMA has made contact with the borough 
regarding the borough zoning and permitting 
codes that allow building and rebuilding in the 
flood prone areas. So now we have the FEMA 
mandating local zoning and permitting codes, 
albeit in a round-about manner. 
 
I asked the question, “What is the proposed 

zoning change with regards to GU-1?”  The 
answer given was, “None.”  However, a couple 
days later, a caller to a local radio talk show, 
provided information to the contrary.  The caller 
recommended that one look at the August 04, 
2009 meeting minutes of the FNSB Planning 
Commission, (FNSB website:  co.fairbanks.ak.us).   
 
Beginning on page 22 of those meeting minutes, 
under NEW BUSINESS is a detailed 
announcement, which reads in part, “the 
Comprehensive Plan Advisory Board 
recommended an ordinance to change the 
minimum lot size to GU-1 to GU-5.”  When asked 
by a member of the FNSB planning Commission, 
as noted in the meeting minutes, a discussion of 
this subject was continued briefly, before the end 
of the meeting.3   
 
Upon contacting a Borough Assembly member 
regarding this issue, I was told that it is correct 
that discussion has begun on the possibility of 
changing GU-1 to GU-5. This will greatly affect 
many parcels of land and the property owners in 
the FNSB. 
 
It is my firm opinion that this is “just the tip of the 
iceberg” regarding our future as private property 
owners. The proposed amendments are a blatant 
erosion of private property rights, giving more 
control to government. In the past, this area has 
been known to be inhabited by independent, self-
reliant people who accept responsibility for their 
actions and, unfortunately sometimes have to 
suffer the consequences there-of.  There are 
many so-called ‘conspiracy theories’, however, 
this is neither conspiracy nor theory, it is 
verifiable truth that should raise many questions, 
some of which follow: 
    Are the proposed amendments to FNSB Title 
18, Chapter 18.56 in reality, mandated by             
FEMA?   
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:akconservative@ymail.com
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Most of the areas encompassing Fairbanks, North Pole and the Salcha Community, are in a flood plain.  
Since the earliest development of the area, this has been the case.  Why does the FNSB have FEMA 
involved in the local area?   Are these proposed amendments to appease FEMA?  What possible zoning 
changes will affect parcels of less than 5 acres when GU-1 is dissolved and changed to GU-5?   What 
possible increase to the borough property tax base will the eroding of Grandfathered rights and property 
re-zoning cause?  Why should property owners be required to apply to the local bureaucracy to be allowed 
to possibly retain their Grandfather Rights? 
 
 The list could go on, but I hope this gives the reader an idea of some of what is currently transpiring with 
regards to changing Grandfather Property Rights and the re-zoning of parcels.  
  
Ordinance 2009-26 is available on the FNSB website at co.fairbanks.ak.us and also copies should be 
available at the Fairbanks North Star Borough office building at 809 Pioneer Road, Fairbanks. It is 
recommended that everyone obtain a copy of this ordinance, read it, pass it around and discuss it with 
friends and neighbors.   Keep an eye on the Borough Assembly’s agenda, to be aware of when they will be 
addressing this ordinance. Let the assembly and also the Planning Commission know your thoughts and 
ideas on this matter. Checkout the planning commission meeting minutes to remain aware of what they 
are ‘planning’.  To retain our freedoms, we must stand up and be counted.  Make our voices heard.  
Vigilance is an absolute necessity to freedom. 
 
Footnotes: 
1.  Ordinance 2009-26 co.fairbanks.ak.us 
2.  ibid. 
3. August 04, 2009 FNSB Planning Commission meeting minutes at co.fairbanks.ak.us 
 
 

 

 

SERVING ALASKANS FOR OVER 29 YEARS 

BUY & SELL gold and silver bullion 

 

ALASKA RARE COINS 
 

452-6461 

 

M - F 8:30 - 5:30  -  SAT 10:00 - 5:00 

551 2nd  AVE, SUITE B, FAIRBANKS 99701 
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The following letter is reprinted by permission of concerned citizen Paul Robinson on the matter of local cheese. 

Dear Friends and Family: 

I’m asking you for a favor, one that won’t take much time but could make a difference.   A little history is in order 
about how I came to be asking for help.  I have several clients that have home dairies (both goat and cow).  They 
make terrific cheeses but they can’t sell those cheeses due to government regulations, which in Alaska are based on 
USDA guidelines.  This sounds OK until you read the guidelines, which are actually the size of a mystery novel.  Under 
current regulations, local cheese producers would have to have an eight room facility including a laboratory to check 
for antibiotics in the milk.   As one of my clients says, “If I didn’t give them antibiotics who would have?” The point is, 
these rules are made for large dairies and pushed by the American Dairy Association to further their interests not 
ours.  

Let me be very clear; we are talking about cheese made from pasteurized milk.  This is cheese that these small 
producers are feeding to their own families and friends.  Under these current rules, Alaska does not and will never 
have a cheese industry.  This concerns me.  One reason is from an economic development standpoint.  My friend is 
asked weekly to sell cheese or milk (many children can't drink cow's milk).  This would not be a huge industry, but it 
is still dollars that leave Alaska that could be reinvested here.  Have you noticed lately what artisanal cheeses are 
selling for at the supermarket?  The ability to sell cheese would provide a good supplementary income for these farm 
families.  Secondly, we Alaskans don't produce much.  If our supply chain were ever interrupted due to war, disease, 
natural disaster or economic meltdown, things here could become dire.  We should encourage people in our 
community to raise dairy animals so that in the event of an emergency, there would be a source of milk for those 
most in need of it.  Thirdly, I'm quite frankly sick of government sticking their collective noses into places where they 
don't belong.  I don't mind being protected from things that are dangerous, but they have taken the definition of 
dangerous to absurd lengths.  As it is, we have very little idea of the regulations that exist for the manufacture of 
cheese which we import from other countries.  Wouldn't you prefer to buy from a farmer you know? 

Jennifer Ansley, a local goat owner, (She makes and sells those terrific goat’s milk lotions and soaps you buy around 
town.  Far Above Rubies is the name of her product.) and I have spent a lot of time on this.  We’ve met with people 
from the University, the State Veterinarian, people from the DEC, senators and representatives, officials from the 
FNSB and others.  Everyone is sympathetic but most have the ‘can’t get there from here attitude’.   However, 
currently there is a proposed cheese regulation out for comment.  We have been led to believe that if they get 
enough response from the public, they might be willing to change the regulations.  So here is what I’m asking you to 
do.     

1.       Write a short comment stating you would be in favor of an exemption for home dairies from the proposed 
regulation 18AAC32 and e-mail it to jay.fuller@alaska.gov. Or you could call him at 907-929-7335.   Jay Fuller is with 
the State Veterinarian office.   Note that this is only about cheese.  Please don’t muddy the waters with any other 
issues.  2.       Forward this to as many Alaskans as you can. The deadline for comments is December 3rd at 5pm. 

If this works, maybe we could change some other things too.  Who knows, maybe we could make the democratic 
process work after all. 

Thank you so much for your help.  This is an issue that is important to me. If you find yourself in the same situation, 
let me know I would be glad to help.  You can e-mail me or call me @ 474-4576 weekdays or 488-2666 evenings and 
weekends with questions or comments.                              --Paul  
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On Taser-Tots 
 

As many of you have read or heard, two weeks ago an 81-year old Fairbanks man was stopped, arrested 
and “tasered” four times by four Military Police officers on the Richardson Highway in front of the old 
entrance to Eielson Air Force Base. The discussion in the aftermath of this incident has pretty much 
centered on if Mr. Glen Wilcox, the 81-year old real estate broker involved in the incident, provoked the 
MPs, or on the other side statements about police brutality. But perhaps this incident points to an even 
deeper issue?  
 
I would contend that what is at issue here is not whether Mr. Wilcox has had other encounters with 
security or police, or if he’s cantankerous and perhaps at times confrontational – after all, as one man put 
it, grumpy old men have rights too – but the real issue is the propriety of MPs being used on citizens, 
especially for events of such little moment as traffic stops. The Posse Cogitates Act of 1878, still in effect 
today, would seem to at least in spirit, preclude this behavior.  
 
For those unfamiliar with it, the Federal statute known as the Posse Comitatus Act forbids the use of 
the United States Army, and through it, its offspring, the United States Air Force as a 'posse comitatus' or 
for law enforcement purposes. Posse Comitatus is Latin for "Power or Force of the County”, and refers to 
long revered legal principles derived from English common law. 
 
In the Interior of Alaska, we are ardent supporters of our Armed Forces. But why do we support our 
troops? Is it not because they courageously fulfill the role of defending our nation and in the process you 
and I, from the enemies of our Constitutional Republic, these United States? Surely all of us remember how 
hard many in our community fought to have Eielson AFB kept open when the base realignments were 
being done. This was not done because we wanted a new federal police department. 
 
Mr. Wilcox now affectionately refers to the MPs as ‘Taser-Tots’. Let’s make sure our Interior Taser-Tots are 
not ordered in the future to patrol our state’s highways, but are allowed to do the job they signed up for, 
keeping law and order in the confines of military installations. 
 

To advertise your business or event in this space 
Call us for a rate sheet at 374-1644 

 

IACC Monthly Meeting 

Is a Potluck 

Saturday, November 21 at 5:30 pm 

At the IACC Office 

334 Old Steese Hwy / North Gate Square Mall 

 

For Directions call us at 374-1644 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posse_Comitatus_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
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IACC November/December Calendar 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 Veteran's 
Day 

12 

6 PM Ester GU 
MTG 

 

7PM Borough 
MTG. 

 

13 

12 - 1 PM  

Republican 

Luncheon 

14 

15 16 

 

 

6 PM Borough 
Chambers GU 
MTG 

17 

7 PM 5000 
Year Leap  

Book Club 

18  

1:00 PM 
Weekly Office 
Meeting 

 

6 PM Ken 
Kunkel GU 
MTG 

19 

 5PM-7PM 
Woodshed Staff 
Meeting 

6pm Oathkeepers 

6 PM Two Rivers 
GU MTG 

20 

11am Maria on 
Problem Corner 

5PM Tech Heads 
Meeting 

6:30 Common Law 
Study Group 

Look for Woodshed 

21 

 

 

5:30 PM 

Potluck at IACC! 
Please Join Us! 

22 23 24 25 26 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

 

27 28 

29 30 

 

 

 

6PM Founders 
Meeting 

1 2 

 

 

1:00 PM  

Weekly Office 
Meeting 

 

3 4 

12-1 PM Republican 
Luncheon 

5PM Tech Heads 
Meeting 

6:30 Common Law 
Study Group 

Look for Woodshed 

 

5 

 

Join the Interior Alaska Conservative Coalition Today!  Call us at 374-1644 or 
Go To:  www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com  

http://www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com/

