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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

 

 

 
Interior Alaska 

Conservative Coalition 
Has a great new 

Website 
alaskaconservativecoalition.com 

 
Please visit today and donate! 

 

IACC  

Is 
Offering Memberships 

To 
Help Keep our Office Open 

 
Please join via our website today!   

 

374-1644 

 

 
FNSB 

CHANGES TO PLANNING AND ZONING 
 

The Grandfather Rights meetings held last month 
by the Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) 
Community Planning Department sent a clear 
message to the public:  A constructed, accelerated 
push to change the characteristic of our 
community is underway.   
 
Under the guise of “health, safety, and general 
welfare,” FNSB departments and commissions are 
discussing and planning a massive rezone in our 
Borough, taking private property rights to 
“improve” their version of the Fairbanks 
aesthetic.  
 
Specifically, some of the changes to the 
Grandfather Rights chapter include:  
 
If you are re-zoned, you cannot legally continue 
your use unless the planning director, for a fee, 
decides you may continue what you were doing.  
We feel to beg and pay for a right is not a right. 
 
If you appeal the planning director's decision, the 
appeal will be heard by the planning commission, 
not the elected local governing body (the 
Assembly): there is no separation of powers. 

 
The General Provisions of our zoning ordinance, 
title 18 state "structures and land use that 
becomes nonconforming as a result of 
implementation of this chapter shall have 
grandfather rights."  

    

 

 

 

Continued on other side 
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ALASKAN THERMOMETER  

60 above zero:  Arizonans turn on the heat. 
People in Alaska plant gardens.  

50 above zero:  Californians shiver 
uncontrollably. People in Fairbanks sunbathe. 

40 above zero: Italian & English cars won't 
start. People in Alaska drive with the windows 
down.  

32 above zero:  Distilled water freezes. The 
water in Anchorage gets thicker.  

20 above zero: Floridians don coats, thermal 
underwear, gloves, and wool hats. People in 
Alaska throw on a flannel shirt.  

15 above zero: New York landlords finally 
turn up the heat. People in Alaska have the 
last cook out before it gets cold. 

Zero: People in Miami all die. People in 
Alaska close the windows.  

10 below zero: Californians fly away to 
Mexico. People in Alaska get out their winter 
coats.  

25 below zero:  Hollywood disintegrates. The 
Girl Scouts in Alaska are selling cookies door 
to door.                                       

40 below zero: Washington DC runs out of 
hot air. People in Alaska let the dogs sleep 
indoors.  

80 below zero: Santa Claus abandons the 
North Pole. Alaskan drivers get upset 
because they can't start the Mini-Van.  

100 below zero: ALL atomic motion stops 
(absolute zero on the Kelvin scale.) People in 
Alaska start saying..."Cold 'nuff fer ya?" 

120 below zero: Hell freezes over. Alaska 
public schools will open 2 hours late. 

 

The proposed changes to the grandfather rights 
chapter of title 18 are in conflict with this 
statement as you can only continue as a legal use 
if the planning director feels like it and you pay a 
fee. 

 
The General Provisions of our zoning ordinance, 
Title 18 state "Grandfathering of all land uses 
shall take precedent when a conflict arises."  If 
there is a complaint on the property owner due 
to grandfather rights, the burden of proof is 
placed on the property owner.  The planning 
department will not be adjudicating complaints, 
they will aid the complainant.  Their new and 
improved "public process" will notify immediate 
neighbors that a complaint has been lodged and 
collect hearsay from neighbors to aid the 
complainant.  There will be a flawed findings of 
fact determination made. 
 

The Agricultural Exemption that allows animal 
husbandry, crops, and gardens to continue has 
been eliminated.  As it was presented in the 
public meetings, it was indicated that they will 
arbitrarily grant the continuation of use based on 
an individual basis.  The Title 18 zoning ordinance 
does not differentiate between agricultural uses 
(gardening, crops, animal husbandry) in the 
definition of agriculture. 
 
The best read on this is the following document 
that has been posted at:  
http://www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com/issu
es.html  MOST IMPORTANTLY, this is the first step 
in the FNSBs Comprehensive Plan to come out 
sometime in 2010.  Meeting minutes from the 
Comprehensive Plan Advisory Board have already 
indicated massive rezoning changes will be taking 
place in our borough, severely limiting our 
property rights.  Without adequate protection of 
grandfather rights, most borough residents will 
be nonconforming according to the land use plan 
due to come out. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com/issues.html
http://www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com/issues.html
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IACC ANSWERS APOC COMPLAINT 

 
On October 31, 2009 the Fairbanks Daily News Miner published a front page above the fold 

headline that read “APOC alleges campaign wrongdoing—Group’s support of mayoral 
candidate Tammie Wilson in question.”   The headline and article was a clear attempt to 
discredit the Wilson campaign in order to influence the FNSB Mayoral runoff election that 

would be held three days later.  Wilson lost the election leaving the grass roots group, IACC 
to defend itself against the Alaska Public Offices Commission (APOC), the Complainant. 

 
The details of the Complaint said that the group, IACC, made expenditures on behalf of the 
Wilson campaign before registering with APOC.  In the state of Alaska doing so is a crime.  

Also submitted in evidence was an e-mail sent to members of IACC promoting several 
debates to be held before the runoff election, giving the date of the runoff, and giving a link 

to the Tammie Wilson for Mayor website.  An article entitled “Political Miracles” intending to 
inspire people to vote was also cited as illegal. 
 

The IACC has been sending out the e-mail called an Action Alert since last year when it 
formed to promote conservative values in many general ways (not organized primarily to 

influence elections).  APOC statutes exclude groups that meet the following criteria from filing 
requirements:   
 
“E-mail news bulletins are excluded by this section.  “(D)a payment made by a business, corporation, trade 
association, labor union or other organization not organized primarily to  influence elections to communicate directly 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ or employees or their families, on any subject, if the communication is of the same 
format used by the  organization when it has communicated in the past on nonpolitical subjects, and does not solicit 
contribution or any action other than voting for or against any a candidate or ballot position or questionέ. 

SERVING ALASKANS FOR OVER 29 YEARS 

BUY & SELL gold and silver bullion 

 

ALASKA RARE COIN S 
 

452-6461 

 

M - F 8:30 - 5:30  -  SAT 10:00 - 5:00 

551 2nd  AVE, SUITE B, FAIRBANKS 99701 
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The following excerpts from IACC’s answer to APOC on 11-16-09 outlines the arguments.  

 
The Interior Alaska Conservative Coalition (IACC) is a voluntary association which promotes 

conservative values that has no checking account and therefore can neither solicit nor 
disburse funds.  
 

IACC was formed in November 2008 for the sole purpose of supporting conservative values 
by providing an e-mail clearing house for those ideas.  IACC gathers members by word of 

mouth, and primarily communicates with its members on-line.  
 
On October 23, 2009 IACC offered memberships to pay rent and utilities for the headquarters 

office space.  The dues are deposited into the Conservative HQ Account, which is exclusively 
used to pay the rent, incidental office expenses and utility bills1.  Maria Rensel is the 

spokesperson and a founder of IACC.   On or around October 23, 2009, the editor of the 
Fairbanks Daily News Miner (FDNM) called APOC soliciting a complaint regarding IACC.  
 

On October 23, 2009, Vullnet Greva of APOC interviewed Ms. Rensel re FDNM complaint.  Mr. 
Greva concluded the interview stating “it sounds like you are doing everything exactly right”. 

 
On October 27, 2009 the FDNM published an article mischaracterizing the role and mission of 

IACC, and connecting IACC to a candidate in a mayoral run-off election. The FDNM corrected 
the story on their on-line electronic news paper copy. 
 

On October 28, 2009, a FDNM reporter e-mails Ms. Rensel stating APOC has said IACC is “in 
the clear”. FDNM editor pressures APOC on filing a complaint. 

 
On Friday, October 30, 2009, four days before a Fairbanks mayoral run-off election, APOC, in 
its own person, filed a complaint against IACC.  APOC alleged violations of AS 15.13.050, 

2AAC 50.250 and 2AAC 50.290, all of which were impossible for IACC to have violated.   
 

Saturday, October 31, 2009 the FDNM ran a bold above the fold headline story alleging IACC 
“Wrongdoing” implicating a candidate in the run-off election.  The FDNM story repeated the 
“retractions” made earlier.   The run-off election was three days later. The candidate 

connected to the “Wrongdoing” lost the election2. 

 
IACC is concerned that there is the appearance of interference with an election on the part of 

the Fairbanks Daily News Miner editor and APOC.  Why did an APOC investigator Greva tell 
Ms. Rensel on 10/23/09 that IACC appeared to be operating correctly?  Why did APOC tell a 
FDNM reporter on 10/28/09 that IACC was in the clear?  Why did APOC reverse its position 

with respect to IACC after another call from the editor of the FDNM, and file a complaint 
against IACC on 10/30/09?  Why did the FDNM have a copy of the complaint shortly after it 

was signed by Holly Hill, Executive Director APOC.? Why did APOC rush to conclusions before 
checking facts, considering the appearance of interfering with an election and guilt by 

association implications?   
 
*For more information and background documents go to alaskaconservativecoalition.com/home.  Audio on recent hearing is available. 

                                                           
1
 See Attachment B, Affidavit of Maria Rensel 

2
 See Attachment A, ñTime Lineò 
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A letter to Jay Fuller, Assistant State Veterinarian, DEC 
 

RE:  Proposal to Adopt Changes in the Regulations dealing with Milk, Milk Products and 
Reindeer slaughtering and processing. 
 
I just recently learned of the proposed changes to regulations concerning cheese manufacturing in Alaska.  
I have not had adequate time to study the proposed regulations and when I called your office last week, I 
got a recording that you would be out of the office until today (the last day to comment on the proposed 
changes).  I have many concerns about the proposed changes and do not have access to several of the 
standards that are adopted by reference.  I request additional time to review these proposed standards 
and at this time have specific questions about the following items: 
 
The permit is valid for one year.  Is this permit required for the manufacturing of cheese or to sell cheese, 
or both?  Various cheeses would take longer than one year to cure.  If the permit were not renewed, would 
the cheese have to be destroyed? 
 
A cheese producer must apply for a permit for each operation…What is an operation?  Is it a cheese 
manufacturing facility, or are seven different permits required (with fees) for plans A-G as indicated under 
Permit Requirements? 
 
Potable water must come from a public water supply.  What is a public water supply? Does this mean that 
cheese production must take place within the city limits where zoning doesn’t allow it?  How can I get 
public water on my farm? 
 
The wastewater must be discharged into a public sewer or into a system as required by 18AAC72.  Could 
you please send me information on these wastewater requirements?  Would a holding tank that could be 
emptied and the contents spread on agricultural land meet these requirements? 
 
I see that eight different rooms are required and that four of these rooms must have concrete floors with 
water tight floors and p-traps that are accessible and cleanable.  Could you please provide me additional 
information about how I can access and clean a p-trap under a water tight concrete floor? 
 
Sewage must be dispensed into an approved wastewater system at least 100 feet from the facility.  If I use 
a holding tank, does it have to be 100 feet away from the facility? 
 
I have several other questions that require a lot more study of these proposed regulations.  I request that 
you do not accept these proposed regulation at this time, that you extend the comment period for at least 
60 days, and the public information meetings be held in Palmer, Delta Junction and Fairbanks.  These are 
the three largest agricultural regions in the State. 
 
Thank you, 
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IACC December Calendar 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 

1P Weekly 

3 

3P Newsletter 
Staff Mtg 

5P Newsletter 
Editorial Mtg 

4 

 

 

5P Tech Heads 

5 

6 7 8 9 

1P Weekly 

10 

Bill of Rights 

530P Clean 
Team Alaska 
Anti -
Corruption 
Act 

6P Assembly 

11 

630P Alaska Policy 
Forum Presentation 
and 

Schaeffer Cox 2009 
Continental 
Congress Update 

12 

13 14 

 

 

7P Fbx City 
Council Mtg 

 

15 

APOC 
Deliberations 

6P    5000 Yr 
Leap Book 
Club 

16 

1P Weekly 

 

7P  IACC 
Open 
House 

17 

3P Newsletter 

Staff Mtg 

5P Newsletter 
Editorial Mtg 

18 

 

 

Look for 
Woodshed 

19 

20 21 

 

7P 
Leadership 
Council  

7P NP City 
Council Mtg 

22 23 

12P Holiday  

        Lunch    

No Weekly 
Meeting                                     

24*  

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

25*  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

26* 

27* 28*  29* 30* 31* 

 

 

 

 

New Yearôs Eve 

1* 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

2* 

*IACC Office Closed for the Holidays 
 

Join the Interior Alaska Conservative Coalition Today!  Call us at 374-1644 or 

Go To:  www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com  
New IACC Blogspot: intacc.ning.com 

http://www.alaskaconservativecoalition.com/

